
September 26, 2024

AMEND BOARD REPORT 16-0323-PO1
BILINGUAL EDUCATION POLICY

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER RECOMMENDS
That the Board amend Board Report 16-0323-PO1, Bilingual Education policy, in response to the biennial
policy review required by Board Rule 2-6. This policy was posted for public comment from July 26, 2024
until August 26, 2024.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students in Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 whose home
language is not English whose language background is a language other than English and who are
eligible for Bilingual Education services have equity in education and language acquisition opportunities
through the District’s Bilingual Education Services equitable access to instruction, grade-level educational
opportunities and language development opportunities through District's Bilingual Education Services.

The Board acknowledges that cultural identity is inseparable from language and recognizes bilingualism
multilingualism as a desirable goal and for all students as well as a reflection of culturad a full measure of access to an equitable educational opportunity as required by federal and state law.

This policy specifies Dual Language Education as a program model option for delivering bilingual
education services, and the Board recognizes Dual Language Education as an effective model for
building bilingualism and biliteracy in students.

This policy reflects the Board’s emphasis on:

● Services for English Learners which are aligned to federal and state legal standards and reflect
research-based approaches to EL instruction,

● Clarity and guidance on effective instructional design for English Learners,
● Research-based instructional practices for English Learners, and
● Meaningful parental participation in Bilingual Education Services.

DEFINITIONS

Bilingual Education Services: A program of instruction designed to promote meaningful access to core
content through Transitional Bilingual Education, Transitional Programs of Instruction, or Dual Language



Home Language: The language spoken within a student’s home; spoken by the student, the parents, the
siblings, and/or other family members; also referred to as Language Classification or Native Language.
General Program of Instruction: Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 educational programs offered to all
students.
Language development: The process by which individuals acquire and refine their ability to understand,
produce, and use language for communication. It occurs over time with appropriate instruction and
support, gradually expanding vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills through interaction,
exposure, and practice in various contexts.

Native Language: The language spoken within a student’s home; spoken by the student, the parents, the
siblings, and/or other family members; also referred to as Language Classification or Home Language.
Native Language Instruction:

Sheltered Instruction: an approach where language serves as the primary medium for teaching
content-related skills and concepts across disciplines. Instruction is linguistically supported and
differentiated to ensure English Learners (ELs) have meaningful access to content to achieve mastery
and provides varied methods for ELs to demonstrate knowledge and skills.

Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE): Students with Limited or Interrupted
Formal Education (SLIFE) are English learners who have experienced interrupted education or have
limited formal education before enrolling in the district. ELs who are SLIFEs are provided with Bilingual
education services offered at the school and must be provided equitable access to any additional
programs that are available for CPS students.

Transition from the program: Process in which a student who satisfies English language proficiency
requirements based on the state-prescribed assessment and is then enrolled in a general program of
instruction.

POLICY TEXT

1. Applicability
This policy applies to all grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12 and to all Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
Elementary and High Schools regardless of whether the school is currently serving English Learners,
including charter, contract, and options schools. For purposes of this policy, “English Learners” means
students, whether born in the United States or born elsewhere, whose home language background is a
language other than English and whose proficiency in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding
English may be insufficient to allow them (a) the ability to meet the State’s proficient level of achievement
on state assessments; (b) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of
instruction is English; or (c) the opportunity to participate fully in the school setting.

The legal immigration status of a parent or child has no bearing on the rights of the student to enroll in a
public school. The laws of Illinois and the United States guarantee all students equal access to a free
public education through grade twelve until the age of 21, regardless of legal immigrant status. Every
school is required to guarantee all students equal access to the full range of programs, services, and
resources available.

While Policy 702.1 allows parents/guardians to have the option to transfer their child to the nearest school
with a bilingual language program aligned to their needs, the child’s neighborhood school has an
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obligation to enroll the child and provide appropriate bilingual education services regardless of whether
those services have been available in the past.

2. Identification of English Learners Upon School Enrollment

A. Home Language Survey
Every student, Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12, newly enrolling in a CPS District school or any
of the District’s Pre-Kindergarten programs must complete a Home Language Survey (HLS). The
HLS shall be accessible in the home language (without undue burden on the family) and meet all
state requirements (23 Admin Code Part 228.15). Parents/legal guardians have a right for an
opportunity to have the HLS clearly explained to them at the time of completion.

B. EL Screening and Placement
Regardless of proficiency in their home language, Eevery student whose Home Language Survey
response includes “yes” to one or more of the questions must be screened for English language
proficiency to determine eligibility and placement in Bilingual Education Services. For K-12 grade
level students, screening shall utilize the state-prescribed screener. For Pre-K students,
screening shall utilize the screener specified in the Bilingual Education Handbook. All students
enrolled in Pre-Kindergarten whose Home Language Survey response includes “yes,” must be
rescreened upon enrollment in Kindergarten. A student shall be deemed eligible for enrollment in
Bilingual Education Services based on his or her their screening results.

C. Incoming Transfer Students
Program eligibility and placement of transfer students shall be based on the most recent
state-prescribed English language proficiency assessment from the transferring school district if
available AND only if the score was obtained during the current or previous school year and the
home language and EL eligibility status in the state (ISBE) student information system





or withdrawn their child’s enrollment from Bilingual Education Services and ensure such students
continue to have access to appropriate English Learner academic supports as set out in the
Bilingual Education Handbook with consideration given to their current English language
proficiency.

6. Bilingual Education Programs and Requirements

A. General
In order to maintain compliance with statutory requirements for serving English Learners, schools
shall establish and maintain one or more of the following Bilingual Education programs:

1. Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE): This bilingual program model provides native
language instruction and English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction for ELs. TBE
programs must provide native language and English instruction in core content areas,
including Language Arts, Social Science, Science, and Math. English as a Second
Language instruction compliant with state standards, must be provided daily, with proper
modifications and accommodations to help meet the language needs of the students.
Instruction must also include the history and culture of the native land of the student or
their parents and the United States. The Full or partial components of a TBE program is
are provided to a student on either a full-time or part-time basis as determined by the
student’s attainment on the state-established English language proficiency level and
other characteristics as defined in the state criteria for part-time placement. Instruction in
a TBE program must be aligned to all adopted Illinois Content and Language Standards.

2. Transitional Program of Instruction (TPI): This program model provides ESL instruction in
core content areas for ELs. A TPI must provide ESL instruction daily with proper
modifications and accommodations to help meet the language needs of ELs. ELs must
receive scaffolding and, when possible, native language support during instruction in core
content areas, including Language Arts, Social Science, Science, and Math. Instruction
should include the history and culture of the native land and of the United States.
Instruction in a TPI must be aligned to all adopted Illinois Content and Language
Standards

Dual Language Education (DLE): This program model satisfies the state requirements for TBE
and is provided at schools that have been approved to provide DLE. DLE provides both English
Learners and non-ELs with instruction in both English and another language with the goal of all
students becoming bilingual and biliterate. The DLE program may be offered in a one-way
immersion setting serving English Learners who are all from the same language classification or
in a two-way immersion setting comprised of English Learners from one language classification
and non-EL students.

B. Bilingual Education Programs Offered at Each School
1. Each school shall provide for grades K-12:

a. A Transitional Bilingual Educational (TBE) MĐ The 眀



b. A Transitional Program of Instruction (TPI) when the school has an enrollment of
19 or fewer English Learners of the same language classification across all
grades K-12.





on the CMPC is based on citywide elections as set forth in the bylaws of the CMPC.

B. Bilingual Advisory Committee (BAC) of the Local School Council (LSC)
In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/34-2.2(f), each LSC of a school that provides bilingual education
is required to provide Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) program(s) shall create a BAC or
recognize an existing BAC as a standing committee. The Chair and a majority of the members of
the Bilingual Advisory Committee shall be parents/guardians of students in the school’s Bilingual
Education Services. The parents/guardians on the advisory committee shall be selected by
parents/guardians of students in the Bilingual Education Services, and the committee shall select
a Chair. The advisory committee for each secondary school shall include at least one full-time
bilingual education student. The BAC shall serve only in an advisory capacity to the LSC.

C. Chicago Multilingual Parents Council (CMPC)
The Board established the CMPC in accordance with Article 14C-10 which requires the district to
establish a parent/guardian advisory committee to afford parents/guardians of English Learners
the opportunity to express their views and which ensures that Bilingual Education Services are
planned, operated, and evaluated with the involvement of, and in consultation with,
parents/guardians of children served by the District’s Bilingual Education Services. Membership
on the CMPC is based on citywide elections as set forth in the bylaws of the CMPC.

10. Oversight

The Office of Language and Cultural Education (OLCE) Multilingual-Multicultural Education (OMME) and
the Department of Internal Audit and Compliance shall oversee implementation and compliance with this
policy, federal and state law in doing so, shall:

a. Provide technical assistance and support to assist schools with implementation of the policy and
programming

b. Assist schools in obtaining support services through various Central Office departments and
Network offices

c. Conduct periodic evaluations on school implementation of bilingual education services



English as a Second Language: Specialized instruction designed to provide English Learners with
focused language development in English in the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Home Language: The language spoken within a student’s home; spoken by the student, the parents, the
siblings, and/or other family members; also referred to as Language Classification or Native Language.
General Program of Instruction: Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 educational programs offered to all
students.
Language Acquisition: The process in which students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing
language skills.
Language Classification: The language spoken within a student’s home; spoken by the student, the
parents, the siblings, and/or other family members; also referred to as Home Language or Native
Language.
Native Language: The language spoken within a student’s home; spoken by the student, the parents, the




