06-0322-P01 March 22, 2006
ADOPT A NEW COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIES

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER RECOMMENDS:
That the Chicago Board of Education adopt a new Collection Development Palicy for School Libraries.
PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to adopt criteria for the selection, removal and replacement of
library materials in the central school libraries of Chicago Public Schools. The policy is guided by
principles set forth in: (1) the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights and its interpretation for
school libraries, and (2) the lllinois School Library Media Association’s Linking for Learning: The lllinois
School Library Media Program Guidelines (2" edition, 2005).
POLICY TEXT:

Library collection development is the ongoing process of identifying strengths and weaknesses of the
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broad range of educational, informational, and recreational reading resources through its school libraries
in order to support the school curriculum and create students who are effective users of ideas and
information, competent and enthusiastic readers, independent learners, and positive contributors to the
school community and to society. Quality materials shouid be available in a variety of formats and
reading levels, offer a well-balanced coverage of subjects, and support the diverse interests, needs and
viewpoints of the school community.

A. Criteria for Selection
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accordance with the school's curriculum and instructional program. The selection process may include
consultation with school administrators, other teachers, students and parents, and staff of the CPS
Department of Libraries and Information Services. If the school does not have a properly certified school
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d) Degree of potential user appeal;
e) Contribution to the variety in viewpoints offered on controversial issues;
f) Accuracy and currency of information;

g) Arrangement and organization of the material (for example, indices, glossaries, tables of
contents, chapter headings, etc.);

h) Artistic quality, literary style or production values;

i) Readability levels;

j) Quality and variety of format;

k) Need for duplicate copies of extensively used materials;

{) Need to replace essential/required worn, damaged, or missing materials; and
m) Value commensurate with cost and/or need.

B. Selection Tools
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1. Reviews in professional, reputable sources such as Booklist, School Library Journal, Kirkus
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a) Donated materials should be new or barely used (in good to excellent condition with no
writing or other defacing), complete, clean, durable, and attractive;

b) Reference materials, inciuding atlases, encyclopedias, subject specific multi-volume sets,
and other non-fiction resources should be no more than five years old; science, medical,
computer, and other resources in areas in which information quickly becomes outdated
should be no more than three years old. Book sets should be complete;

c) Fiction books should be no more than eight years old with the exception of books by well-
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6. The complainant may challenge the commlttees demsnon by maklng a written appeal to the
- ‘ _z g =,






