03-0723-PR34 July 23, 2003

APPROVE ENTERING INTO CONSULTING AGREEMENTS WITH
CHICAGO STATE UNIVERSITY AND NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY FOR THE
ADVANCED READING DEVELOPMENT DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS THE FOLLOWING DECISION:

Approve entering into agreements with Chicago State University and Northeastern lllinois
University to provide consulting services to the Office of Research, Evaluation and Accountability
for the Advanced Reading Development Demonstration Project at a cost not to exceed the
aggregate amount of $600,000. Consultants were selected on a non-competitive basis based on
proposals submitted and an evaluation and selection process by the funding source (Chicago
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¢ High quality instruction based on diagnostic assessments, and
o  Whole school curriculum development and alignment.
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Public Schools and linois State standards. The specific goals of the project are:
o To improve and accelerate the reading skills of all children, beginning at the
early primary grades and extending through elementary school
¢ To improve the quality of reading instruction and curriculum provided by all
teachers in cohorts of schools, and
¢ Todocument the impact of replicable models of reading instruction for study by
other schools and partner organizations.
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